
September 4, 2017

 
JetBlue ALPA Pilots, 
 
Labor Day is our day! It was the unions that made this a national holiday.
More important than the holiday, never forget that it was generations of
American union workers that brought us the benefits we take for
granted; such as the 40 hour work week, sick leave, holiday pay, retirement
benefits, health insurance, and the right to collectively bargain. Many
American union members were beaten and killed fighting for these benefits.
Thanks to those brave union workers, Captain David Behnke, and the other
founders the Air Line Pilots Association, it has become what it is today—the
world’s largest and most effective pilots’ union.
 
Since last Labor Day, the pilots at Delta, Hawaiian, and Southwest have all
reached new agreements with better pay and benefits. United pilots’ contract
allowed them to get a snap up raise after Delta’s pay increase, and even
American Airlines gave their pilots a raise outside of contract negotiations.
 
The market rate for pilots is rising and now it is our turn to raise the bar.
Although our proposals are reasonable and affordable, we may very well have
to fight for a contract that we have earned. We will use all lawful tactics to
achieve our goal of a market rate contract and we will prevail.
 
The large turnout of over 300 pilots at the Contract Above All Rally in New
York sent a clear message to management that we are ready and capable to
publicly display our unity at an informational picketing event. Of course,
there is another rally in Boston on September 20. I encourage you to come
and show your support for your union. It’s pilot support and participation
that gives us our strength. It's union pilots working together that makes this a
worthwhile profession.
 
Not just today but every day, be proud to be a union member.
 
In Solidarity,
 

 
Captain Patrick Walsh
Chairman
JetBlue Master Executive Council
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